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The Bagatelle gardens, by Jean Démosthéne Dugourc, 1779. (Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York)

n 1775, the Count d’Artois, brother of King

Louis XVI and future King Charles X,

purchased the estate of Bagatelle in the Bois
de Boulogne. Two years later he made a bet with
his sister-in-law, Queen Marie-Antoinette, that he
could build a chateau there during the few weeks
when the court resided at the Chateau de
Fontainebleau.

Much to the Count d’Artois’ satisfaction, the
Chateau de Bagatelle, designed as a neo-Palladian
country seat by architect Francois-Joseph Bélanger,
was built in only sixty-four days!

In spite of the domain’s name and the Latin mot-
to which was engraved on the Domaine’s facade,
"Parva sed apta" (small but adequate), Bagatelle
was not a mere "trifle".

The building required more than 900 workmen to
complete and the decoration was commissioned
from prestigious craftsmen. Hubert Robert painted
six landscapes for one of the two ground-floor
boudoirs. The Count’s bedchamber was particu-
larly extravagant, designed to look like a military
tent in reference to his position as Grand Master
of the Artillery.

Left page: The Count d’Artois in front of Bagatelle
by Jean-Démosthéne Dugourc.

(Fondation Mansart)

Left: The bathing room

by Hubert Robert, 1779.

(Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York)

Above: Project for the bedchamber of the Count d’Artois
by Frangois Joseph Bélanger, 1777.
(BnE, Paris)



THE ENGLISH GARDEN AT BAGATELLE

for Bagatelle. He designed the park and livened it up with artificial ponds, rivers and waterfalls. This
bucolic setting was embellished with picturesque bridges and pavilions, and ornamented with sculptures
evocative of ancient Egypt, Greece and Rome.

In 1778, the Scottish botanist and gardener Thomas Blaikie received a commission for an English garden

At a time in France when english aesthetics were appreciated, Bagatelle soon became one of the most fashio-
nable pleasure gardens and pavilions in Paris, and was admired by many visitors at the end of the eighteenth
century. In 1852, the baronness d’Oberkirch recalled:

"In the morning, I had gone with the Countess du Nord to see Bagatelle,
a charming little residence in the Bois de Boulogne, belonging to the Count d’Artous,
who recewed us with respect and his usual grace. We were entertained with a concert in which
every musician in Paris participated. The Grand-Duchess was delighted. The meal was worthy of Epicurus."

In the 1780s, Thomas Jefferson — ambassador to France and future
president of the United States — regularly visited Bagatelle with his
daughters and the Italian-British artist Maria Cosway.

The architect Friedrich Gilly, Royal Building Inspector to the Prussian
court, was also seduced by Bagatelle. He made many drawings of the
Chateau and dedicated an essay to it in 1799, writing that it was "incon-
testably one of the finest works of contemporary French architecture".

Thomas Jefferson by Mather Brown, 1786.
(National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington)
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Below: Map of the English gardens by Thomas Blaikie,
1778. (Archives nationales, Pierrefitte-sur-Seine)

Left: View of the chateau de Bagatelle print by
Chapuy from a painting by Mongin, 1810.

(British Library, Londres)



The Emperor Napoleon in his study
by Jacques-Louis David, 1812.
(National Gallery of Art,Washington)

pared by the Revolution, Bagatelle became

a property of the State, before being bought

by the Emperor Napoleon I in 1806. He
later transformed it for his son the "King of Rome".
During this time, Bagatelle was renamed «Holland
Pavilion», as a counterpart to the "Italian Pavilion",
or chateau de Saint Cloud, Napoléon’s favourite
residence.

Napoleon I and the King of Rome at Bagatelle
by Jules Girardet, 1910.
(Private collection)

The Duke of Berry
by Frangois Gérard, 1820.
(Chateau de Versailles)

The Duke of Bordeaux
by Adeodato Malatesta, 1840.
(Palazzo dei Musei, Modena)

After it was returned to the royal family under the
Bourbon Restoration (1814-1830), Bagatelle was
used as a residence by the Duke of Berry, son of
King Charles X. After his assassination, his widow
the Duchess of Berry often visited Bagatelle with
their son Henri d’Artois, Duke of Bordeaux, depic-
ted below overseeing the changing of the guard in
front of the chateau, at the age of two.

The changing of the guard by the Duke of Bordeaux
by Jean-Charles Rémond, 1826.
(Musée Carnavalet, Paris)
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agatelle was inherited by John Murray Scott, Richard Wallace’s secretary, who sold it to the City of
Paris in 1905. The estate’s rehabilitation was entrusted to Jean Claude Nicolas Forestier, the city’s
Commissioner for Gardens, who was responsible for suggesting the acquisition. He strove to develop
the botanical collections whilst preserving the harmony of the original English garden.

In 1907, Forestier established the Concours International de Roses Nouvelles (International Competition for
New Roses). The first of its kind, it remains one of the most important competitions for new roses and is still
held each June in the garden’s rosarium.

From 1988 to 2003, another prestigious event took place at Bagatelle: the annual classic car competition.

Sponsored by Louis Vuitton since 1989, this competition reintroduced the Show of Elegance in France by
showcasing exceptional automobiles in the garden.
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AN EXEMPLARY
REFURBISHMEN'T

he Mansart Foundation is in charge of the restauration of the chateau
de Bagatelle. Works are beginning in 2021 starting with the facades (ma-
sonry, stoneworks), roofs and woodworks.

At the end of this first phase, by 2022, the foundation will undertake the
restauration of interiors and the adaptation of the chateau for its opening
to visitors.

At the same time, the foundation will undertake the refubishment of the
«sous-terrasse» in order for it to be open to the public and be used as a
temporary exhibition area. Prior to the restauration, the foundation has done
extensive iconographic and historical researchs, aiming to return the interiors
of the ground and first floors of the chateau to the most accurate standards.
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THE MANSART FOUNDATION

THE CHATEAU DE BAGATELLE
FOUNDATION
UNDER THE AEGIS OF
THE MANSART FOUNDATION

reated in 1982 in order to preserve the Chateau de Maintenon, the Mansart Foundation was granted in
2005 the statute of a "Foundation recognized for its public utility" and of an "Umbrella Foundation"by
decision of the Prime Minister.

The Mansart Foundation’s purpose is to revive heritage of particular interest, ancient or contemporary, inclu-
ding architectural buildings (monuments, residences, industrial establishments), as well as natural and environ-
mental sites such as parks, botanical gardens, and arboretums. The Mansart Foundation aims to preserve these
remarkable places, as they are essential to the French heritage and shaped its «Art de Vivre» throughout many
centuries. They have to be preserved for future generations.

The Chateau de Bagatelle Foundation has been created under the aegis of the Mansart Foundation in order
to raise funds from generous individuals, as well as from institutions or private companies, based in Irance or
abroad. All the collected funds will be used entirely to restore the chateau and ensure its reopening to the public.




THE MISSIONS OF THE FOUNDATION

A new home for masterworks of 18th century French art

The foundation aims to redecorate Bagatelle while exhibiting unique masterworks of French decora-
tive arts and original 18th century paintings. Furniture and gilt bronzes will be loaned by the French
«Mobilier National», and several other exceptional pieces by private art collectors. Donations will
allow us to acquire additional artworks on the market. The renovation and decoration of the chateau
will be monitored by the foundation’s scientific committee.

Exhibitions and cultural events

The chateau will be open to the public for regular visits. A dedicated space will be dedicated to
temporary exhibitions, in partnership with other institutions. A program of concerts and cultural
events will encourage the public to regularly visit the chateau, making it a must-see destination for
Parisians as well as other French and international visitors.

Social Mission

The Foundation is very much focused on its key social mission, which is to open its doors to less
privileged visitors and enable them to see, understand and appreciate legacy buildings and art history,
thereby helping them develop both their curiosity and their creativity.

Educative Mission

The Mansart Foundation will organise educational events with the assistance of professional craftsmen
and women. This will include a large selection of visits, seminars, and workshops dedicated to school
children. To the extent possible, the building site will be open for visits, with special sessions dedicated
to pupils of the Ecole de Chaillot, as well as other students and researchers in art history and archi-
tecture.

"Certain places bear witness to our History and our lives. Of
these, we are only the custodians. It is our duty to protect them
today so that future generations can benefit tomorrow. Such is
the purpose and ambition of the Fondation Mansart."

Albéric de Montgolfier
President of the Fondation Mansart
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